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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-42 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Plush et al. (US 6,532,282) alone. 

Regarding claims 1 and 24, Plush discloses a method/system for managing 
rollover usage units for a communication services subscriber (see abstract) that 
includes receiving and storing rollover data elements (col. 2 line 36+, col. 7 line 25+) 
wherein the data include subscriber information and a balance of rollover units (col. 7 
line 56+, col. 8 line 1-14) available to offset an amount of overage units used (col. 9 line 
63+, col. 10 line 1-8, if no time left in current bundle then previous, i.e., rollover, bundle 
is used) and wherein the balance of rollover units includes unused units from a previous 
billing cycle (col. 7 line 24+), receiving a request for rollover data elements that apply to 
the subscriber being processed for a billing cycle (col. 7 line 56+), and presenting the 
rollover data elements for the subscriber (col. 7 line 56+) wherein the rollover units are 
measured in billable units (col. 8 line 3-23) and wherein it is possible to set limits on the 
rollover units (col. 7 line 61-63). 
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The method/system of Plush differs from the instant invention in that it does not 
explicitly show the rollover units to be limited by an expiration period. However, Plush 
does disclose that limits can be set on rollover units and that usage units expire at the 
end of a billing period (col. 1 line 52+, col. 4 line 49-52). Given these features, it would 
be obvious to one skilled in the art that the rollover units could be limited by setting an 
expiration period and to include this feature in the invention would be a matter of design 
choice. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method/system of Plush so that the rollover units are provided 
with an expiration period to avoid excess accumulation of usage units by a subscriber 
(col. 7 line 61-62). 

Regarding claim 2, the method includes receiving post-billing information 
including subscriber identification, amount of units accumulated, etc. (col. 8 line 15+). 
Regarding claim 3, the billable units include a quantity of time, etc. (col. 4 line 66+, col. 
8 line 4+). Regarding claim 4, the rollover data elements are stored in a rollover 
management system (see Fig. 2). Regarding claim 5, the rollover data is presented to 
an accounting system (see Figs. 4-5, col. 4 line 37+). Regarding claim 6, the rollover 
data includes an amount of units added to and subtracted from the balance. Regarding 
claims 7 and 8, the particular features of the post-billing and rollover data are matters of 
design choice. Regarding claim 9, the rollover units are stored based on billing cycles 
and transferred as each successive billing cycle closes. Regarding claim 10, the 
rollover data are updated with various information (col. 7 line 24+). Regarding claim 1 1 , 
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reports are created to show usage of units, etc. (col. 8 line 14+). Regarding claim 12, 
the data includes dates, times, call durations, etc. (col. 8 line 4-14). Regarding claim 
13, the service includes a wireless telecommunications service. Regarding claim 14, 
the requesting entity is the billing system of the service. Regarding claims 15-17, the 
rollover data are stored in a database and the particular contents of the data would be a 
matter of design choice. Regarding claims 1 8 and 21 , it is common practice for 
subscribers to alter their plan features and to update their information. Regarding 
claims 19 and 20, how the rollover units are handled after expiration would be a matter 
of design choice. Regarding claims 22 and 23, a computer controlled apparatus using 
computer executable instructions performs the method (col. 3 line 32+). Regarding 
claims 25-42, the features of the invention recited in these claims have already been 
addressed in the rejection above. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and are cited on PTO Form 892 enclosed herewith. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER R. BUCHANAN whose telephone 
number is (571)272-8134. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00am 
- 5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3627 

CB 



